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INTEGRATIVE TOOLS 

AND METHODS 

IN ASSESSING 

ECOLOGICAL QUALITY 

IN ESTUARINE 

AND COASTAL 

SYSTEMS WORLDWIDE

1 From sediments and water to top predators: 

   how to use these elements in assessing environmental quality?  	  

2 Ecological risk assessment in marine and estuarine ecosystems: 

   how to integrate physicochemical, ecological and ecotoxicological methods?	

3 Robustness of ecological indicators in detecting anthropogenic pressures: 

   Can they cope with natural changes?

4 How comparable are ecological assessment criteria and approaches worldwide?

5 Integrate to evaluate and manage: How to do it?
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